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- general - | |
;r‘f‘l.\“ln 1952 the estimated population of the olty of Warsaw was 900,000,
. Warsaw covered an area of approximately 800 sq. km. S

Prague, Viemna, Berlin, Parle, hmeterdam, end London. There was some

transportation by water to inland Polish ciltles.

3
A L
3 Haker Supply ' | . | i
;ff‘fSQ'ﬁThegcity of Wersaw had ‘2 public water supply system which was state-
. " owned, The water, taken from the Wisla River, was [iltered and

. ohlorinated., Filtering was done by the,grafel syﬂtem, end by 8 ByS-
. tem one: Source heard referred to as the (

! systen was adequate for the Whole population.
" d41d not know how the water was checked for unsanitary gualities but

" 'mineral water was used only by those who preferred it, Wells were

‘use of wells was most common in the newer suburbs.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/10 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000300300016-8

ﬂ}52; There was ‘direct oomm@nioatioﬁ vy rail with mitiaa'1n'Russia,LAuabria;]
. ' and Czechoslovakila, and with gGorman border oiltles. There were flights -
between Warsaw and the following citles: Stockholm, Mosoow, Budapest,-

4, tSoﬁrééS‘e;fimated that 80% of the population used the?publié‘suﬁpiyﬁ‘fﬁ: l
. system; 1- the daily consumption of water was wnknown to them.  They . ...

" 1t was safe to use without boiling or further tneatmen,,l-Bpttladf;-;ﬁﬁ‘v

" used as & supply of water when the public system was npt;u;gdy;_¢§q~mﬁﬂﬁt

- eXxpress’ pospieazny).syu:f;.‘gf-
“tem, /He did not know what this system was,/ The public water .. = . .-
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5, The oity of Warsaw hed a sswage system. Sources esgimated.thnt 80%
of the population was served by the sewage system. 2. In those areas
not serviced by this system, concrete cisterns were believed to be
used. Sources were not knowledgeable as to what was done with human
excreta after it was put in the cisterns. They were positive, how=-
ever, it was not used as fertilizer. The ultimate disposal of sew-
age was in the Wisla River. : :

6. The drainage system was adequate for carrying sufface run-off. There
were storm sevwers; open ditches were most often found on the out-
skirts of the oity. There were some places in and near the oity )
where surface water collected and stood after heavy rain. This could
be attributed to poor engineering. ‘ :

7. A gcnoral garbage collestion took place about onge every two weeks,

' Metal cans were used and were picked up by truoks. Other refuse

was also colleoted sbout twice & month, Sources believed that the
garbage was used to fill in various areas of the city and that other
refuse was disposed of in the same way. Deed animals were probably

. buried; dead persons were buried.

Rest. Control

8. As far as Sources knew there was no organized method for the scontrol
of mosqQuitoes, flies, lice, and other insects. From time to time
rat zoilons were distributed, sometimes ineffeotively. There were
no 1liquid poisons or sprays for killing flies, Plypaper was available
but it did not seem effective. There were no metal screans manufac-
‘tured in Poland and those who had soreens manufactured prior to World
War II guarded them jealously because flies were so prevalent,

9. There were bedbugs in almost every household. This could probadbly
be attridbuted to overorowded oonditions and to the fact that poison
for their extermination was not manufactured. There was no govern-
ment agenoy which concerned itmelf with this problem; no scientifio
recommendations were made Tor thelvhaliminstion A

2ood

10. Rye and wheat were used for bread. Al) kinds of vegetables were
used in season. Fish, mostly cod, pork beef, mutton, and ohiocken
were Available on the market. Sausage was also avallable but was
in short uugplz; Veal was hard to get. Linseed oil, margarine, and
lard were the fats used. One Source had heard that government health
departments exeraised control over slaughtering, and the handling of
meat and fish and that meat was Sivan an offiocial government stamp,
Sources had no information on refrigeration.

11. PFood stores were olean but restaurants were not. Before nationali-
sation food inspection laws were enforced by pericdic inspeotions
on the part of state officers. After nationalimation these laws
were negleocted, ‘ = ‘

12. About 50% of the ocows' milk sold was distributed in bottles bg a
government agenoy. It was also sold in retail stores whers the
gustomer brought his own oontainer and sometimes peddled by farmers.
Milk for general consumption was almost butterfat frees. One Source
Kad heard that there was & shortage of milk because a great deal of
it was used for the manufasture of artifioial wool and for glue for
1:=;natod woods. It was alsoc used in plastio produsts for military
use.
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13. -Sources did not know whether or not dairy cattle were tested for o
tuberéulosis, and they doubted if the milk was pasteurized. It '
was ' customary to pasteurize milk prior to World War IT but they
thought that this was now too expensive, 'The milk was, however,
exémined in some way, and a government agensy exlsted for the estab-
lishing and enforeing of such regulations.

Public Health Administration ‘ S

14, There were government departments actively concerned wlth tubereu-
losis, venereal disease, sanitatilon, maternlty cases, child health,
and infeectious diseapes. All cases of infectlous diseases had to be
reported. Each year children were given tuberoulosis shots; shots '
for "typhus of the stomach” were given to adults annually,

Bigeaaee

15. Sources had no information on the anmial birth rate,3 the annual
) death rate, or the infant mortality rate, Although they knew that
80mme of the leading causes of death were heart disease, cancer,
tuberculosis, and arteriosclerosis, they were unable %o give the
total number of deaths resulting from any one disease, Endemic w%
diseases were unknown to Sources. However, they stated that if any {
" ‘disease:could be gongidered endemic, in their opimion nervous dis-
eases would head the 1igt. Such diseases were prone to develop from
the oppression and fears of 1life in Communist Folwnd.

-!e¢io¢l Care

16. Thereuwere about 15 hospitals in Warsaw with & total of about 8,000 N
beds.” Sources d1d not know the number of charity beds. Hospitals e

were overcrowded and beds were often placed in sorridors,. All typese b

of medical, surgleal, dental, nursing, and obstetrical services were ‘

avallable to a limited degree . Phere way always a shortage of com-

mon drugs, and Sources heard that modern equipment was lacking. ¢

Persons with communiozble dlseages were placed in isclation wards,

-17. - 8ources had never heard of non-government health organlizations 1n‘,
the oity, |

18. Sources had no information on medical #ehools or on medical research
and development,

1, Comment: Wisdomosei-Polakle, a Commanist Polfeh weekly, dated
50X1 ebruary 19547 publlshed Eﬁ“Fraékfurt/Main,.atatgﬁ that 935 of

the buildings in Warsaw were supplied by the publie water system.

2, comment: Ibid.: 90% of the populstion of Warsaw was served
50X1 by the oity sewage system.

3. Comment: 1Ibid.: 25,786 children were born in Warsaw in 1953.
h. Comment: . Ibid.: 7,000 hospital beds 1in Warsaw; 283 consulting
' ITH 9 physilelans; 377 schools from elementary %o college level;
20 dormitories capable of acoommodating 2,000 universilty gtudents, Y

50X1
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